A pterygium, a wing-like thickening, of the bulbar conjunctiva is of environmental interest because it can occur on prolonged exposure to wind and weather. We describe a family with pterygium in two generations without a history of unusual exposure to the elements. There were six females and five males (including a set of male twins) with seven bilateral and four unilateral pterygia. The onset was unique in being in early adulthood, from the late teens through the twenties. This new genetic form can be distinguished by the age of onset from congenital and mid-adult pterygia, which are inherited as autosomal dominant traits. Irrespective of age, the treatment of conjunctival pterygium is surgical excision.
typically fleshy and can infiltrate the cornea and block vision. The red conjunctival neck and body are also characteristic. Surgical excision is curative, although recurrence can take place after surgical removal.
Here we describe the inheritance of pterygium of the conjunctiva in the family of the second author of this report. We also review published reports on the genetics of this condition, which indicate that multiple forms may be heritable as autosomal dominant phenotypes.
The family The presence of multiple cases of conjunctival pterygium in this family came to light one day in the Spring of 1989 . The second author of this report was talking to the first author, who noticed he was rubbing his left eye which was reddened. In answer to whether he had conjunctivitis, the second author replied, "No. I just had a pterygium removed." The first author then asked, "Does anyone else in your family have a pterygium?" In this way, the family study began. The proband is III.2 in the figure.
The progenitors of the family, I. 1 and L. 
